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Space at the Table: Conversations 
Between an Evangelical Theologian 
and His Gay Son
Brad & Drew Harper
 

Sales Hook
A father and son write to each other with grit, humor, and love, offering 
an invitation to join them at a place where love is stronger than the 
beliefs that divide us.

Description
Can an evangelical theologian and his gay son overcome the differences 
in belief that threaten to destroy their relationship? For Brad and 
Drew Harper, that question wasn’t theoretical—and neither was the 
resounding yes they found after years of struggle. Writing to each 
other with compassion, grit, and humor, Brad and Drew take us on 
their journey as parent and child, sharing both their struggles and 
their victories. But Space at the Table is more than just a memoir. With 
callouts full of practical advice, it is also a guide, showing us a way 
through the roadblocks that threaten to devastate both families and the 
broader evangelical and LBGTQ communities. Speaking from their own 
experience, Brad and Drew offer an invitation to join them in a place 
where love is stronger than the beliefs that divide us.

Key Selling Points
•	 Co-written by an evangelical father and his gay, agnostic son, 

this book offers unique dual perspectives not present in other 
books.

•	 Callouts with practical advice for parents and children trying to 
navigate	conflicting	worldviews	are	interspersed	throughout	the	
moving personal narrative of the memoir.

•	 Avoids political or polarizing points, focusing instead on 
building relationships based on love.

•	 Focuses on building relationships in the midst of disagreement 
rather than on converting or convincing either side.



Audience
•	 Christian parents of LGBTQ children.
•	 LGBTQ children (ages 17 and up) from Christian families.
•	 Adults ages 18 and up who wants to learn how to love someone they disagree with.
•	 Pastors, couselors, and therapists looking for a resource to offer those facing similar 

disagreements as Brad and Drew.

Author Bios 
Brad Harper
Brad Harper is a professor of theology at Multnomah University and Biblical Seminary in Portland, 
Oregon. In the past, he has served as a pastor and church planter of two evangelical churches. Over the last 
several years, Brad has spoken to churches, conferences, pastors’ groups, ministry leaders, and hundreds 
of college and seminary students on the topic of Christianity and homosexuality. Brad is the father of three 
adult children and lives in Vancouver, Washington, with his wife, Robin. He holds a BA in biblical studies 
from Biola University, an MDiv from Talbot Seminary, and a PhD in theology from St. Louis University.

Drew Harper
Drew Stafford Harper was born in Missouri and raised in St. Louis and Vancouver, Washington. He 
was educated at New York University and Evergreen State College. Drew is a journalist and an actor, 
splitting his time (and his wardrobe and furniture) between Manhattan, Los Angeles, Portland, and 
Cairo.	Although	he	has	played	a	bestselling	author	on	stage,	this	is	his	first	book	in	real	life.

Comparative Titles
•	 Torn: Rescuing the Gospel from the Gays vs. Christians Debate by Jason Lee. 272 pages. 2013 

(paperback edition),  Jericho Books; $16.00.
•	 Love Is an Orientation: Elevating the Conversation with the Gay Community by Andrew Marin. 205 

pages.  2009 (paperback), IVP Books; $16.00. 
•	 Does Jesus Really Love Me?: A Gay Christian’s Pilgrimage in Search of God in America by Jeff Chu.  384 

pages. 2014 (paperback), Harper Perennial; $15.99.
•	 This Is a Book for Parents of Gay Kids: A Question and Answer Guide to Everyday Life by Dannielle 

Owens-Reid and Kristin Russo. 240 pages. 2014 (paperback), Chronicle Books; $18.95.
•	 Messy Grace: How a Pastor with Gay Parents Learned to Love Others Without Sacrificing Conviction by 

Caleb Kaltenbach. 224 pages. 2015 (paperback), WaterBrook Multnomah; $14.99.

Marketing and Publicity Highlights
•	 Targeted reviews in trade media, including Publisher’s Weekly, Kirkus, Christianity Today, and 

others.
•	 Targeted	consumer	reviews	and	author	profiles	in	national	and	regional	print	and	online	news	

sources.
•	 Targeted interviews in national broadcast media including television and radio.
•	 Social media outreach, including Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, and blogs.
•	 Endorsements from those on both sides of the Christianity/LGBTQ conversation, including 

Kevin Palau, author and President of the Luis Palau Association; bestselling author Wm. Paul 
Young; author and pastor A.J. Swoboda; Tom Krattenmaker, author and USA Today Board of 
Contributors member; Stephen Winter, award winning director of Chocolate Babies and Jason and 
Shirley; and Craig Williford, President of Multnomah University;


